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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 MUSCAT 00985 160551Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO EB-08 /031 W 

052411 161732Z/43 

R 160333Z JUL78 
FM AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4496 
INFO MAMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 1067 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
AMEMBASSY DOHA 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY MANAMA 
USDOC WASHDC 

UNCLAS MUSCAT 0985 

ATHENS FOR RTDO 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, AFSP, MU 

SUBJECT: FY 79 COMMERCIAL ACTION PROGRAMS 


Message Text 


REF (A) STATE 082102, (B) STTE 174461 

EMBASSY MUSCAT DOES OT PLAN TO SUBMIT CAP FOR FY 1979. 
RELATIVELY SMALL MARKET SIZE; AN ECONOMY BASED MAINLY 
ON OIL, CONSTRUCTION, AND RETAIL TRADING; AND FUTUE GROWTH 
PROSPECT INCREASINGLY DEPENDENT ON PROJECT ASSISTANCE 
FROM ITS ARAB NEIGHBORS MEAN A NARROW AND OBVIOUS RANGE 
OF POSTCHOICES FOR COMMERCIAL EMPHASIS. AN OMANI CAP 
WILL NOT BECOME A TRULY USEFUL PLANNING TOOL UNTIL OMAN'S 
ECONOMY ACHIEVES SIGNIFICANT SOPHISTICATION AND 
DIVERSIFICATION AWAY FROM PETROLEUM. 

SIZER 
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